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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re the Application of: 

Marcel Aeschlimann et al 

PCT/CH98/00109 

International filing date 
19 March 1998 

For: METHOD FOR ANCHORING JOINING ELEMENTS IN MATERIAL HAVING 
PORES OR CAVITIES AND JOINING ELEMENTS FOR ANCHORING 

FIRST PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 

Sir: 

Before calculating the filing fee, please amend the claims of 
the above-identified application as follows to remove multiple 
dependency . 

Claim 6: 

line 2, 
Claim 7: 

line 1, 
Claim 8: 

line 1, 
Claim 9: 

line 1, 
Claim 10: 

line 1, 




change "one of the claims 1 to" to — claim — . 



change "one of the claims 1 to" to — claim — . 



change "one of the claims 1 to" to — claim — . 



change "one of the claims 1 to" to — claim — . 



change "one of the claims 1 to" to — claim — . 
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Claim 11: 

line l, change "one of the claims 1 to" to — claim — . 
Claim 12: 

lines 1 and 2, delete "for use in a method according to one of 
the claims 1 to 11, said joining element". 
Claim 15: 

line 1, change "one of the claims 12 to " to — claim — . 
Claim 17: 

line 1, change "one of the claims 12 to" to — claim — . 
Claim 18: 

line 1, change "one of the claims 12 to" to — claim — . 
Claim 19: 

line 1, change "one of the claims 12 to" to — claim — . 
Claim 20: 

line 1, change "one of the claims 12 to" to — claim — . 
Cancel claims 21 and 22. 



Respectful lv^rBmitted, 




Walter C. Far] 
Reg. No. 22,62^ 
Attorney for Applicant (s) 



P.O. Box 329 
Harpswell, ME 04079 
(207) 833-6793 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re the Application of: 

Marcel Aeschlimann et al 

PCT/CH98/00109 

International filing date 
19 March 1998 

For: METHOD FOR ANCHORING JOINING ELEMENTS IN MATERIAL HAVING 
PORES OR CAVITIES AND JOINING ELEMENTS FOR ANCHORING 

SECOND PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 

Sir: 

Before examination, please amend the above-identified 
application as follows. 

IN THE SPECIFICATION : 

Please substitute the Substitute Specification submitted 
herewith for the original translation of the parent PCT 
application. 

IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please cancel claims 1-20 (claims 21 and 22 having been 
previously canceled) and add the following new claims. 

— 23. A method for anchoring a joining element (3, 3.1, 
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Second Preliminary Amendment 

2 ...3,4) in a part (1) comprising a porous material having cavities 

3 or in which cavities can be produced by pressure, the joining 

4 element including a thermoplastic material at least at the location 

5 of a preselected anchoring point, the method comprising the steps 

6 of 

7 forming a bore in the part (1), the bore having an inner closed end 

8 and being matched to the shape and dimensions of the joining 

^9 element so that the joining element can be inserted into a first 

Jto position in the bore with substantially no force, 

Ull positioning the joining element in the bore in the first position, 

Cj 2 applying pressure to force the bore into a second, deeper position 

£58 

LP in the bore, the pressure being applied substantially along a 

3 4 central axis of the bore and producing an increase of pressure at 

^5 the preselected anchoring point (31, 33) between the joining 

16 element and walls of the bore, 

17 during the application of pressure, applying energy to the joining 

18 element to cause the thermoplastic to plasticize at the preselected 

19 anchoring point, the pressure causing the plasticized thermoplastic 

20 material to flow into pores or cavities oZ the part (1) adjacent 

21 the bore, thereby forming a macroscopic anchoring connection 
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22 between the part and the joining element. — 

1 — 24. A method according to claim 23 wherein the 

2 preselected anchoring point is adjacent the closed end of the bore, 

3 and wherein, in the first position of the joining element, an inner 

4 end thereof is adjacent the closed end of the bore. — 

Hi — 25. A method according to claim 23 including providing 

J^2 the joining element and the bore with matching reductions in 

in 3 diameter forming a shoulder in the bore and a shoulder on the 

CP 4 joining element, wherein the preselected anchoring point is 

OS adjacent the closed end of the bore, and wherein, in the first 

^6 position of the joining element, the joining element shoulder rests 

pi 7 on the bore shoulder. — 

1 — 26. A method according to claim 23 including joining a 

2 second part (2) made of a porous material to the first-mentioned 

3 part (1) with the joining element, wherein the joining element is a 

4 joining pin having a reduction in diameter intermediate the ends 

5 thereof forming a shoulder, wherein the step of forming a bore 

6 includes forming a portion of the bore through the second part and 

3 
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7 into the first part to an inner closed end, the bore in the second 

8 part having a reduction in diameter matching the reduction in 

9 diameter of the joining pin, and the step of positioning includes 

10 inserting the joining pin into the first ans second parts with the 

11 shoulders of the joining pin and bore in contact to define the 

12 first position, the contacting shoulders forming a second 

13 macroscopic connection between the second part and the joining 

14 element. — 

1 — 27. A method according to claim 23 including joining a 

2 second part (2) made of a porous material to the first-mentioned 

3 part (l) with the joining element, wherein the joining element is a 

4 joining pin, wherein the step of forming a bore includes forming a 

5 portion of the bore through the second part and into the first part 

6 to an inner closed end, and wherein the joining pin has an enlarged 

7 head portion on an outer end thereof. — 

1 — 28. A method according to claim 23 including fixedly 

2 attaching the joining element to the second part. — 

1 — 29. A method according to claim 28 wherein the step of 



4 



Attorneys docket 41-303-3 
Second Preliminary Amendment 



2 fixedly attaching is performed before positioning the joining 

3 element in the bore. — 

1 — 30. A method according to claim 23 wherein the step of 

2 applying energy includes ultrasonically exciting the joining 

3 element to cause the thermoplastic to plasticize. — 

1 — 31. A method according to claim 23 wherein the joining 

2 element consists entirely of thermoplastic material capable of 

3 being plasticized in the region of an anchoring point at a lower 

4 temperature than the remainder of the element, and wherein the step 

5 of applying energy includes heating the joining element. — 

1 — 32. A method according to claim 23 including 

2 incorporating metal particles in the thermoplastic material at 

3 least in the region of the preselected anchoring point, and wherein 

4 the step of applying energy includes inductively heating the 

5 joining element. — 

1 — 33. A method according to claim 23 wherein the part (1, 
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2 2.2) comprises wood or a wood-like material. — 

1 — 34. A method according to claim 23 wherein the part 

2 comprises at least one of sandstone, porous ceramic, burnt brick or 

3 concrete . — 

_ 1 — 35 • A method for anchoring a joining element (3, 3.1, 

uJ2 ...3.4) in a structural component having a cavity or in which a 

033 cavity can be produced by pressure, the joining element including a 

yl 4 thermoplastic material at least at the location of a preselected 

gi 5 anchoring point, the method comprising the steps of 

C 6 forming a bore in the component (1) with the bore having an inner 

ll?7 closed end so that the joining element can be inserted into a first 

^8 position in the bore with substantially no force, 

9 positioning the joining element in the bore in the first position, 

10 applying pressure to force the bore into a second, position in the 

11 bore, the pressure being applied substantially along a central axis 

12 of the bore and producing an increase of pressure at the 

13 preselected anchoring point between the joining element and the 
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14 bore, 

15 during the application of pressure, applying energy to the joining 

16 element to cause the thermoplastic material to plasticize at the 

17 preselected anchoring point, the pressure causing the plasticized 

18 thermoplastic material to flow into one or more cavities of the 

19 component (1), thereby forming a macroscopic anchoring connection 

20 between the component and the joining element. — 

C01 — 36. A joining element for attachment in a bore having a 

yf|2 closed inner end in a part comprising a porous material, said 

pi 3 joining element comprising 

a body shaped and dimensioned to be inserted to a first position 

p!5 into the blind bore with substantially no force, said body having 

6 a thermoplastic material at a first preselected anchoring 

7 point at said closed inner end of said bore in said first 

8 position, and 

9 a thermoplastic material at a second anchoring point in said 
10 bore and spaced from said first anchoring point, 



7 



Attorney's docket 41-303-3 
Second Preliminary Amendment 

said thermoplastic material at said first and second anchoring 
locations being plasticizable by the application of energy and 
pressure to form macroscopic anchoring connections with said part 
in said bore* — 

— 37. A joining element for attachment in a bore having a 
closed inner end in a part comprising a porous material, said 
joining element comprising 

a body shaped and dimensioned to be inserted to a first position 
into the blind bore with substantially no force, said body having 

a thermoplastic material at a first preselected anchoring 
point at said closed inner end of said bore in said first 
position, and 

an enlarged portion forming a head on said anchoring element, 
said head being at an outside end of said bore in said first 
position, 

said thermoplastic material at said first anchoring location being 
plasticizable by the application of energy and pressure to form a 
macroscopic anchoring connection with said part in said bore. — 
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1 — 38. A joining element according to claim 37 wherein said 

2 element is formed as an elongated pin and includes a second 

3 anchoring point spaced from said first anchoring point and lying 

4 within said bore in said first position. — 

1 — 39. A joining element according to claim 38 and 

2 including an internally threaded opening for receiving an 

3 attachment . — 

1 — 40. A joining element according to claim 38 consisting 

2 entirely of thermoplastic material. — 

1 — 41. A joining element according to claim 40 wherein said 

2 thermoplastic material at said anchoring points is plasticizable at 

3 a lower temperature at said anchoring points than at other portions 

4 of said joining element. — 

1 — 42. A joining element according to claim 38 comprising 
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2 thermosetting material having portion of thermoplastic material at 

3 said preselected anchoring points. — 

1 — 43. A joining element according to claim 38 wherein said 

2 thermoplastic material at said anchoring points includes metal 

3 particles incorporated in said thermoplastic material. — 

1 — 44. A joining element according to claim 38 wherein an 

2 inner end of said element is shaped with a point. — 

1 — 45. A joining element according to claim 38 wherein an 

2 inner end of said element is flat or concave. — 

1 — 46. A joining element according to claim 37 wherein said 

2 thermoplastic material selected from the group consisting of 

3 polyamide, polycarbonate, polyester carbonate, acrylonitrile- 

4 butadiene-styrene, styrene-acrylonitrile, polymethylmethacrylate, 

5 polyvinyl chloride, polyethylene, polypropylene and polystyrene. — 
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— 47. A joining element according to claim 36 adapted for 
joining wooden parts of shutters or window frames. — 



REMARKS 



A substitute specification is submitted herewith. Because of 
the rather large number of minor corrections necessary to place the 
translation of the parent PCT application in good, readable form 
for U.S. examination, and because of the clerical time which would 
be required to enter such amendments, it is requested that this 
substitute specification be entered to replace the original literal 
translation which is also submitted herewith. 

A marked-up copy of the translation showing the changes is 
also submitted. No new matter has been entered. 

The originally submitted claims have been revised to place 
them in better condition for examination. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Walter C. Farlfefir 
Reg. No. 22,624, 
Attorney for Applicant (s) 



P. O. Box 329 



Harpswell, ME 04079 
Tel: (207) 833-6793 
Fax: (207) 833-7831 
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METHOD FOR ANCHORING JOINING ELEMENTS IN MATERIAL HAVING 
PORES OR CAVITIES AND JOINING ELEMENTS FOR ANCHORING 



Inventors: Marcel Aeschlimann 

Elmar Mock 
Laurent Torriani 
Heinz Koester 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates to a method of anchoring joining 
elements in a material having pores or cavities, particularly in 
wood or wood-like materials (e.g., chip-boards). The invention 
also relates to joining elements for use in the method. The 
joining elements anchored according to the method of the 
invention are more particularly used for producing constructions 
comprising different parts or for attaching fittings. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

According to the prior art, parts made from wood or woody 
materials are interconnected, e.g., using joining elements in the 
form of nails or screws which are driven through one of the parts 
to be joined into the other part to be joined. Screws and nails 
are generally made from metal and have a head in a surface area 
of one of the parts to be joined and are at least frictionally or 
positively anchored in another of the parts to be joined. These 
pin-like joining elements constitute in wooden structures 
metallic, often corrosive, foreign bodies which can be 
prejudicial to working after the joining of the parts and which 
represent heat transfer bridges in the finished structures. 
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It is also known to join parts made from fibrous materials, 
including wood and wood-like materials, to parts made from 
thermoplastics. The thermoplastic is plasticized at its surface 
facing the fibrous material part and the two surfaces are pressed 
5 onto one another. The plastic is thereby applied in plasticized 

form to the surface of the fibrous material or it is plasticized 
in the final position, e.g., by ultrasonic excitation. In all of 
these methods, a joint is formed at the interface between the 
plastic and the fibrous material in the sense of a microscopic 
10 interlocking in that the plasticized plastics material is pressed 
into surface irregularities of the fibrous material. Such methods 
are, e.g., described in FR-2 455 502, FR 1 495 999, DE-38 28 340 
^ or EP-269476. According to WO-96/01 377, the plastics part can 

also be a dowel, which joins together two wooden parts. The same 
lis principle forms the basis for known methods for joining parts 
rf made from wood or wood-like materials, in which between the parts 

m to be joined is placed a layer of a thermoplastics material, 

yf e.g., a paint layer, and the parts are then pressed together and 

I" subjected to ultrasonic action (JP 52 127 937, WO 96/01377). 

Qo In all the aforementioned methods, synthetic material and 

77 fibrous material are joined together by surface adhesion 

m resulting from microscopic interlocking and this occurs in the 

N same way in conventional bonding or adhesion processes. The above 

methods have many of the same disadvantages as bonding methods, 
25 particularly their sensitivity to moisture and thermal stresses 
in which the two joined-together surfaces expand to varying 
degrees and considerable shear forces arise which weaken or even 
destroy the joint. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

30 An object of the present invention is to provide a method 

for anchoring joining elements, e.g., joining pins, in parts made 
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from a material having pores or cavities, particularly in parts 
made from wood or wood-like materials, this method being based on 
the aforementioned methods for joining plastic/ synthetic material 
and wooden parts, but in which the disadvantages thereof are at 
5 least reduced, i.e., in particular provides anchors, which are 

more stable under thermal and/or moisture stresses and loads. The 
method is simple, but still adaptable in specific ways to joining 
elements with different functions and to different material 
types. The method is also performable with known means and tools 
10 and at a limited cost. 

According to the method of the invention, an anchoring 
plasticized synthetic material is not merely pressed into surface 
irregularities as in the known methods, but instead into pores or 
Jl cavities within the part in which the joining element is to be 

ld-5 anchored, so that a macroscopic anchor is formed. This 
^ macroscopic anchor is based on the penetration of the plasticized 

yf| synthetic material into microscopic pores of the material and to 

Jjf the formation of a type of composite comprising the original 

porous material and the synthetic material which has penetrated 
C|o it or to macroscopic interlocking, which results from the fact 
J\ that the plasticized synthetic material is pressed into 

flj macroscopic cavities. 

y According to the method of the invention in which the 

joining element is to be anchored, an opening with a closed end, 

25 e.g., a bore (blind hole) is formed and then the joining element 
is positioned in the bore, the joining element being wholly or 
partly made from a thermoplastic material. 

The shapes of the bore and the joining element are so 
matched to one another that the joining element, without force 

30 expenditure, can be introduced into the bore up to a first 

position and that, if it is driven with the aid of a pressing 
force parallel to the bore axis from the first position toward 
the closed end of the bore into a second, final position, 
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pressure builds up at at least one predetermined anchoring point 
between the joining element and the bore wall, but no pressure 
arises at other points. 

Simultaneously with the pressing in of the joining element 
5 from its first to its second position in the bore, or immediately 
prior thereto, energy is supplied to the joining element in such 
a way that the plastics material is locally plasticized at the 
aforementioned, predetermined anchoring points where the pressure 
is concentrated. This planned, local plasticizing can, e.g., be 
10 achieved by providing at least one of the following 
characteristics : 

• the joining element is entirely made from a 

2 thermoplastic material or at least in areas of the 

ul predetermined anchoring points has at least surface 

£l5 areas made from a thermoplastic material and the 

01 joining element is subjected to ultrasonic or some 

tjf other appropriate vibration action for supplying 

~ energy, so that at the pressure concentration points 

O (predetermined anchoring points) the greatest friction 

7%0 and therefore the maximum heat is produced and 

fij consequently the thermoplastic material is locally 

y plasticized (related to joining methods such as 

ultrasonic, friction, vibration or orbital welding) ; 

• the joining element, in areas of the predetermined 
25 anchoring points, has at least surface areas of a 

thermoplastic material which are plasticizable at a 
lower temperature than the remaining materials of the 
joining element and in that the joining element is 
heated by heat supply; 

30 • the joining element, in areas of the predetermined 
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anchoring points, has at least surface areas of a 
thermoplastic material, in which are incorporated metal 
particles and so that the joining element can be 
inductively heated. 

5 In the inside of the joining element which, in the closed 

bore, is directed toward the closed end of he bore, the joining 
element has at least one first, predetermined anchoring point. On 
its outside end, i.e., on the end projecting from the bore or 
positioned in the bore opening, the joining element has a 
10 thickening serving as a head or a means for attaching a further 
part or has further anchoring points spaced toward the outside 
from the first anchoring point. It is also conceivable to have 

2 pin-like joining elements with several predetermined anchoring 

W points. 

r|5 While the joining element is pressed in the second, final 

111 position in the bore and energy is simultaneously supplied 

lj thereto, at the predetermined anchoring points where a high 

I pressure occurs between the joining element and the bore wall, 

O the joining element material is plasticized and as a result of 
Jo the pressure at these points is pressed into the bore wall or 
RJ into pores or cavities in the material which is adjacent to the 

bore, whereas it remains unchanged at other points. 

To be sure that the plasticized synthetic material is 
pressed by the pressure produced at the anchoring points into the 
25 bore wall, the bore wall must be porous or have openings or 

cavities, or the bore wall must be created in such a way that, as 
a result of the pressure, formed pores or cavities are produced 
into which the plasticized material can be pressed. Porous 
materials suitable for anchors according to the method of the 
30 invention are in particular wood or wood-like materials, but also 
sandstone, ceramic materials, burnt brick or concrete, etc. 
Cavities suitable for producing anchors according to the 
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invention open substantially transversely to the bore axis and 
are in particular found in lightweight structural components. 

The attainable depth of the anchoring of a synthetic 
material in a porous material is dependent on its structure 
5 (e.g., for wood on the density of the wood fibers), but also on 
the pressure applied and the locally available plasticized 
material quantity. As will be shown hereinafter, in solid wood, 
e.g., anchoring depths of 1 to 4 cm are readily attainable. 

The desirable depth of the anchor of the synthetic material 
10 in a porous material is dependent on the loadability of the 

material and can be controlled by the quantity of material to be 
pressed in and/or by the applied pressing force level. The shape 
of the anchor can be substantially controlled by suitable 
~| matching of the bore shape and the joining element shape. Thus, 
Lis using the method according to the invention it is possible to 
^ produce anchors which are specifically adapted to the character 

lit of the material (e.g., wood type, orientation of the graining or 

j| density gradient relative to the orientation of the bore, etc.) 

~ in which the anchoring is to be accomplished and to the function 

Elo and loading to be absorbed by the joining element. 
5 The most advantageous bore and joining element shapes for a 

rij specific application, as well as the pressing force level and the 
quantity of energy to be supplied to the joining element are to 
be established experimentally in each specific case. 

25 BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The inventive method for anchoring joining elements in a 
part made from a porous material, particularly wood or a wood- 
like material, or a material having suitable cavities and 
different types of joining elements, is described in greater 
30 detail hereinafter with reference to the attached drawings, 
wherein: 

6 
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Fig. 1 is a diagram showing successive steps in one 
embodiment of a method for anchoring a joining pin with a head in 
one wooden part for joining two wooden parts; 

Fig. 2 is a diagram showing successive steps in another 
5 embodiment of a method for anchoring a joining pin in two wooden 
parts to be joined; 

Figs. 3, 4 and 5 are diagrams showing steps of forming three 
embodiments of the anchoring point in areas of the closed bore 
end; 

JLO Fig. 6 is a side elevation of a fitting, which is attached 

to a wooden part using a plurality of joining pins anchored in 
UJ the wooden part. 

Lfl Fig. 7 is a sectional side elevation of a method for 

anchoring a joining element which has an internal thread for 
5 15 attaching further parts; and 

■at?.:: 

^7 Fig. 8 is a sectional side elevation of an anchor according 

w to the invention anchored in a lightweight component with 

2 cavities. 

In all of the drawings, the joining elements, bores and 
20 anchors are shown in section along the bore axis. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

Fig. 1 shows a first embodiment of the inventive method 
which involves anchoring a pin-like joining element 3.1 with a 
head 32 in a first, wooden part 1 for joining first part 1 to a 
25 second part 2.1, which is, e.g., also made from wood. 
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In the vicinity of its inner end, joining pin 3.1 has a 
predetermined, first anchoring point 31 and at its outer end has 
a head 32. Bore 4.1 passes entirely through part 2.1 and has, in 
part 1, a closed end 41, the total length of bore 4.1 being less 
5 deep than the length of joining pin 3.1. At the open end of bore 
4.1 is, e.g., a widened depression for countersinking head 32. 
The cross-section of bore 4.1 is so matched to the cross-section 
of the joining pin 1 that, without force expenditure, the pin can 
be introduced into the bore up to closed end 41 thereof. This is 
10 the first position of joining pin 3.1 in bore 4.1. 

From the first position, joining pin 3.1 is pressed further 
into bore 4.1 with a pressing force F oriented substantially 
parallel to the bore axis. The only point at which the pressing 
2 force F gives rise to pressure between joining pin 3.1 and the 

yl5 wall of the bore 4.1 is the area of closed bore end 41. If, in 
2 the above-described manner, by supplying energy to the joining 

HI pin it is ensured that during pressing in the material of the 

jij joining pin is only plasticized at this point, only at this point 

~ is there anchoring 10 of the joining pin in the part 1 to be 

Glo joined. 

2 In the drawing, anchoring location 10 is shown as a 

RJ synthetic material area, but in fact is constituted by an 

intimate mixture of wood fibers and synthetic material, which can 
be likened to a composite material and which can, e.g., be of 
25 pinewood, whose graining is oriented parallel to the bore axis 
where it has a depth of up to 2 cm. 

The length of joining pin 3.1, the depth of bore 4.1, the 
magnitude of force F and the quantity of energy to be supplied 
are so matched to one another that the anchor fulfils the desired 
30 strength conditions and that the two parts are firmly fixed 
together between joining pin head 32 and anchoring point 10. 

Pin 3.1 of Fig. 1 is anchored in part 1 by the anchoring 
point 10, which is only possible in a part made from a porous 
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material, particularly wood or a wood-like material, or, if the 
bore wall material has suitable cavities in the vicinity of the 
anchoring point or if the pressure exerted on the joining pin 
produces such openings in the bore wall. 

Part 2.1 can also be made from wood or some other, non- 
porous material (metal, plastic) . As shown in Fig. 1, the head 
32 can be a component of the joining pin. However, the head can 
also be placed on the joining pin after producing the anchor, 
e.g., can be screwed into a thread provided in the joining pin. 
The head 32 can be in any random form and can, e.g., also 
represent a fitting with a specific function. 

An advantage of joining two parts in the manner shown in 
Fig. 1 compared with other joining methods, in which plasticized 
materials are used as joining materials, is that in all cases it 
is possible to prevent plasticized material being pressed into 
the gap between the parts 1 and 2.1 to be joined, resulting in 
the pressing apart thereof. This is prevented by the feature 
that, in the region of such a gap, no pressure is built up and 
the material of the joining pin is not plasticized in that 
region. 

If the energy to be supplied to the joining pin is supplied 
in the form of ultrasonic waves, in the manner shown, joining pin 
3.1 must be made from a thermoplastic material in the area of its 
inner end to be positioned, as shown on the closed bore end 41. 
The remainder of the pin can be made from the same material or a 
different material. 

If the energy to be supplied to joining pin 3.1 is supplied 
in the form of heat, in the vicinity of the anchoring point it is 
constituted by a plastics material which is plasticizable at a 
lower temperature than the material from which the joining pin is 
made in other areas. It is also conceivable in such a case for 
the joining pin to have a "core" of a heat conducting material, 
e.g., metal, by means of which core the heat to be supplied to 
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the joining pin can be conducted toward the anchoring point. 

If the energy to be supplied to the joining pin is supplied 
inductively, the thermoplastic material of the predetermined 
anchoring point 31 contains incorporated metal particles. 

Fig. 2 shows a further embodiment of the inventive method 
using an anchor of a pin- like joining element (joining pin 3.2) 
in two parts 1 and 2.2 to be joined together and which are, e.g., 
of wood, joining pin 3.2 being anchored in both parts 1 and 2.2 
(anchoring points 10 and 20) . 

Like joining pin 3.1 of Fig. 1, joining pin 3.2 has a 
predetermined, first anchoring point 31 at its inner end to be 
inserted in the bore. It also has a predetermined, second 
anchoring point 33, which is in the form of a step-like cross- 
sectional reduction and on the pin is positioned where it is 
located in the second part 2.2 to be joined. 

Bore 4.2 has a cross-sectional reduction 42 corresponding to 
the cross-sectional reduction on joining pin 3.2 and on it rests 
the joining pin in its first position. If joining pin 3.2 is 
pressed by pressing force F more deeply into the bore 4.2, 
pressure builds up not only in the vicinity of closed end 41 of 
the bore 4.2, but also in the area of cross-sectional reduction 
42, is pressed through the plastics material plasticized at this 
point into the wall of the bore 4.2 and consequently forms a 
second anchor point 20. 

Bores 4.1 and 4.2 of Figs. 1 and 2 advantageously have a 
circular cross-section. Joining pins 3.1 and 3.2 can also be 
circular. However, they can also have some other cross-section 
fitting into the corresponding bore. For example, in the 
vicinity of its smaller cross-section, joining pin 3.2 can be 
circular and in the area of its larger cross-section can 
have an angular cross-section (e.g. square) with only the areas 
of the edges resting on the step 42. 

In both Figs. I and 2 closed end 41 of the bore is shown 
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flat and the joining pin in its first position rests with a flat 
face in the bore. With such a shaping of the bore and joining 
pin, on pressing in the pin, a substantially uniform pressure 
builds up over the entire face. The plasticized material is 
mainly driven into the wood parallel to the longitudinal axis of 
the joining pin, so that the cross-section of anchoring point 10 
is only slightly larger than the cross-section of the joining 
pin* 

Such a construction of the predetermined, first anchoring 
point is advantageous for applications in which, in the vicinity 
of the first anchor 10, the wood grain is oriented parallel to 
the bore axis and the wood of part 1 splits in the case of a 
limited displacement. Roughly the same effect is obtainable with 
a pin end tapered to a point, which in its first position rests 
on a roughly identically tapering bore end. 

Figs 3 to 5 show further embodiments advantageous for 
specific applications of predetermined, first anchoring points 31 
on, e.g., pin-like joining elements 3 and cooperating, closed 
ends 41 of bores 4, which particularly in the case of ultrasonic 
application, leads to different anchor points 10. 

Fig. 3 shows two embodiments of inner ends of a joining pin 
3 which is placed in a closed end of a bore 4. In both cases, the 
pin end is pointed, specifically more sharply than the bore end. 
As a result the pressure arising when pressing the joining pin 3 
into the bore 4 is centrally concentrated, so that the material 
is, to an even greater extent, pressed parallel to the pin axis 
into the part 1, so that also here the resulting anchor point 10 
extends more in the axial direction than at right angles thereto. 
The strength of such an anchor is more particularly due to an 
enlargement of the shear- loaded surfaces in the wood. 

Fig. 4 shows one end of a pin 3 having a concave shape. When 
pressing this pin into a bore with a flat or pointed, closed end, 
the pressure mainly builds up at radial positions, which gives 
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rise to an anchor 10, which extends to a greater extent 
transversely to the pin axis. Such an anchoring is more 
particularly suitable for a part 1 where the grain is at right 
angles to the pin axis, or for an anchor in a chipboard, whose 
surface is at right angles to the pin axis. The strength of such 
an anchor results more particularly from the interlocking 
obtained between the wooden part and the joining pin. 

Fig. 5 shows another embodiment of the predetermined, first 
anchor point 31 on a joining pin 3 and a corresponding bore end 
41. It is a first anchor point having substantially the same 
construction as the second anchoring point of Fig. 2. Bore 4 has 
a step-like cross-sectional reduction 43, on which is mounted the 
pin in its first position. When this joining pin is pressed into 
the bore, more particularly a pressure is built up radially in 
the vicinity of the bore end and the plasticized material is 
pressed into the wood more particularly transversely to the pin 
axis. 

Fig. 6 shows a part 5 made from a random material, which is 
fixed to a part 1 using pin-like joining elements 3 which are 
anchored in part 1 which is, e.g., made from wood and in 
accordance with the method of the invention. Part 5 is a fitting 
(e.g. a hinge part), e.g., made from plastic. Two joining pins 3 
are formed onto part 5 or are joined thereto in some other 
appropriate way and are driven in the described way into bores of 
part 1 and anchored therein. Here again, as mentioned in 
conjunction with Fig. 1 concerning a joining pin head, part 5 can 
have a random shape and, even after producing the anchor, can be 
appropriately mounted on joining pin or pins 3. 

Fig. 7 shows the production of a connection of a wooden part 
1 with a fitting part 6, e.g., made from metal, by means of an 
inventive anchor of a joining element 3.3 in part 1 and the 
attachment of fitting part 6 to the anchored joining element 3.3. 
Joining element 3.3 has a two-step, first anchoring point 31 and 
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is introduced into a bore 4.3 with a step-like, narrowing base. 
On pressing the joining element into the bore and during the 
simultaneous plasticizing of the anchoring point 31, bore 4.3 and 
joining element 3.3 act as explained in conjunction with Fig. 4. 
A mating "two-step" anchor 10 is formed. 

Joining element 3.3 of Fig. 7 has at its outside, facing the 
predetermined anchoring point, as the means for fixing a further 
part, an internal thread 34, into which is screwed fitting part 6 
after anchoring the joining element 3.3 in part 1. 

Fig. 8 shows the result of a further embodiment of the 
inventive method, namely an anchor of a joining element 3.4 in a 
part 1, which is a lightweight constructional component with 
cavities 11. The closed bore necessary for the method according 
to the invention and into which is introduced the joining element 
3.4. is in this case a through-bore 4.4 through one of the outer 
layers 1.1 of part 1. This through-bore 4.4 is closed by a 
further element, e.g., by an inner layer 1.2 or optionally by the 
facing, outer layer 1.3, in such a way that between through-bore 
4.4 and the element closing it opens a cavity area 11.1 extending 
substantially at right angles to the bore axis or is produced by 
the pressure of joining element 3.4 on the bore-closing element, 
e.g., by a corresponding deformation of inner layer 1.2. 

Joining element 3.4 is inserted in bore 4.4 and is 
positioned by the bore-closing element (e.g. inner layer 1.2). 
Joining element 3.4 is then pressed against the bore-closing 
element and simultaneously the plastics material is plasticized 
in the area of this element and is pressed into the cavity area 
11.1, existing or produced between the outer layer 1.1 and the 
bore-closing element, so that a macroscopic anchor 10 is 
obtained. 

As has been stated, the method according to Fig. 8 is 
particularly suitable for light-weight construction applications 
where, in place of solid material, use is made of thin, board- 
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like material carried by a support structure (indicated by the 
two laths 20). Outer layers 1.1 and 1.3 are, e.g., thin, solid 
wood boards or coated chipboards. The element closing bore 4.4 
can, e.g., be a plastic or metal inner layer 1.2 extending from 
5 a lath 20 to a neighboring lath 20 or over the entire surface of 
the first layer, or can be a differently shaped element locally 
and specifically integrated for this purpose into cavity 11. 

Joining element 3.4 according to Fig. 8 is, e.g., suitable 
for attaching fittings to lightweight structural components. 
10 Thermoplastic materials for use in joining elements 

advantageously have a high mechanical strength, particularly a 
high tensile strength and a high modulus of elasticity, 
a Polyamides, polycarbonates or polyester carbonates are 
O particularly suitable. For increasing the strength, the plastics 
3.5 material of a joining element can, e.g., also contain glass or 
W carbon fibers. Further thermoplastics materials suitable for use 

"z\ as joining elements are acrylonitrile butadiene-styrene, styrene- 
iji acrylonitrile, polymethylmethacrylate, polyvinyl chloride, 

!. polyethylene, polypropylene and polystyrene. 

%0 A joining pin for joining two wooden parts, as shown in Fig. 

2, e.g., has the form shown in Fig. 2 and is made entirely from 
^ acrylonitrile butadiene-styrene. It has a smaller portion with a 

p circular cross-section of a diameter of 8 mm and a larger portion 

having a circular cross-section with a diameter of 10 mm. It is 
25 60 mm long and is centrally provided with the cross-sectional 
reduction. The mating bore is 40 mm deep and has the step 
positioned to correspond to the cross-sectional reduction of the 
pin at a height of 30 mm. The pin is inserted in the bore and is 
pressed into it for 5 sec. with a pressing force of 2000 N and 
30 ultrasonic excitation with an amplitude of approximately 44 /xm. 

Upon completion of the assembly, the outer pin end is flush with 
the wood surface. 
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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

1 A joining pin (3.2) with which two parts (1 and 2) made from 

2 a porous material, particularly wood or a wood-like material, are 

3 to be joined together, is anchored in the porous material at 

4 predetermined anchoring points (31, 33). For this purpose, a bore 

5 (4.2) with a closed inner end (41) is made in the parts (1 and 

6 2). The shape of this bore (4.2) is so matched to the joining pin 

7 (3.2) that it can be introduced substantially without force 

8 expenditure into the bore and is posit ionable in a first 

9 position. At least one predetermined anchoring point (31, 33) 
r|0 between the joining pin (3.2) and the wall of the bore (4.2) is 
Mil formed when pressure is built up by pressing the joining pin 
J3.2 (3.2) with a pressing force (F) more deeply into the bore to a 
N.3 second position. Energy is supplied in a planned manner to the 
Jl4 joining pin (3.2) so that at the predetermined anchoring points 
nl5 (31, 33) the thermoplastic material of the joining pin (3.2) is 
116 plasticized. The locally plasticized plastic material is pressed 
15.7 by the local pressure into the porous material of the parts and 
RL8 forms local, macroscopic anchors (10, 20). The joining pin (3.2) 

is, e.g., made entirely from a thermoplastic material and the 

rizo energy for plasticizing is supplied thereto by ultrasonic 

21 vibration. 



^^£9/381526 
420 Rec'd PCT/PTO 2 0 SEP 1999 

METHOD FOR ANCHORING JOINING ELEMENTS IN A MATERIAL HAVING PORES OR 

CAVITIES, AS WELL AS JO INING ELEMENTS FOR ANCHORING ^3»vfe*Ar$: m^" c ^A^ Lmcmn 
4 — . — ___ ii^oAT m^ck. 

Ft SCO OP W£ lrt\letttio*i -ferric 
Thf? invention relates to a method according to the preamble of claim 1: K C€S 

' Th e method is --ase4-^er^anchoring joining elements in a material having 
pores or cavities, particularly in wood or woodlike materials (e.g. chip- 
boards). The invention also relates to joining elements for use in the 
method. The joining elements anchored according to the method of the 
invention are more particularly used for producing constructions - eonst - i - J 
tute d by different parts or for £4&*&g' fittings. 



According to the prior art^ parts made from wood or woody materials are 
interconnected* e.g.* using joining elements in the form of nails or screws^ 
in- tha t they are driven through one of the parts to be joined into the 
other part to be joined. Screws and nails are generally made from metal 
and have^in^surf ace area? of one of the parts to be joined . a head - and are 
at least frictionally or positively anchored in another of the parts to be 
joined. These pin- like joining elements constitute in wooden structures 
metallic, often corrosive^ foreign bodies ^which can be prejudicial to 
working after the joining of the parts and which represent heat transfer 
bridges in the finished structures. 



It is also known to join parts made from fibrous materials, including wood 

and wood^ike materials, to parts made from thermoplastics*, in -chart ifhe 

thermoplastic is plasticized at its surface facing the fibrous material 

part and the two Surfaces are pressed onto one another. The plastic is 

thereby applied in plasticized form to the surface of the fibrous material 

or it is plasticized in the final position, e.g.^by ultrasonic excitation. 

In all. these methods* a joint is formed at the interface between the plastic 

K ' inferiotfcmj 

and the fibrous material in the sense of a microscopic self cloouro in that 

the plasticized plastics material is pressed into surface uncvcnncpooo of 

the fibrous material. Such methods are^ e. g.* described in FR-2455502, FR- 

1495999, DE-3828340 or EP-269476. According to WO-96/01377^ the plastics 

part can also be a dowel, which joins together two wooden parts. The same 

principle forms the basis for known methods for joining parts made from 

wood or woocilike materials, in which between the parts to be joined is 

placed a layer of a thermoplastics material, e.g.^a paint layer*, and the 

parts are then pressed together and subject to ultrasonic action 
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(JP-52127937, VO-96/01377) . 



In all the aforementioned methods^ synthetic material and fibrous material 

inferlodcinq 

are joined together by surface adhesion resulting from microscopic eol - f - J 

and this occurs in the same way in conventional bonding or adhesion 
processes. The above methods have many of the same disadvantages as bond- 
ing methods, particularly their sensitivity to moisture and thermal 
stresses^ in which the two joined-together surfaces expand to varying 
— ewe&ts* and considerable shear forces arise/ which weaken or even destroy 
the joint. 

fan Tho problom of thej^in vent ion is to provide a method for anchoring joining 

elements, e.g.^ joining pins, in parts made from a material having pores or 
^ cavities, particularly in parts made from wood or woodlike materials, eeid^ 1 ^ 
-J3 method being based on the aforementioned methods for joining plastic/ 

Us synthetic material and wooden parts, but in which the disadvantages thereof 

CD & 

£2 are at least reduced, i.e.^in particular provides anchoring©, which are 

Iff more stable under thermal and/or moisture stresses and loads. The method 

5~ - muot be simple, but still adaptable in specific mann e r to joining elements 

: with different functions and to different material types. The method east 

Q also he performable with known means and tools and at a limited cost. 

?=[ ^ his-problcm io oolvcd - by the method defined in the claims. • 

^ According to the method of the invention *£e* an anchoring plasticized 

synthetic material is not eitiy^pressed into surface ttncvgimesoas as in the 

known methods, but instead into pores or cavities within the part in which 

the joining element is to be anchored, so that a macroscopic anchor4*rg is 

formed. This macroscopic anchoring is based on the penetration of the 

plasticized synthetic material into microscopic pores of the material and 

to the formation of a type of composite comprising the original porous 

material and the synthetic material which has penetrated it or to macro- 
tntirtfitktry 

scopic s^3?fcic-l0©ttre, which results from the fact that the plasticized syn- 
thetic material is pressed into macroscopic cavities. 



According to the method of the invention to the par fr in which the joining 
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element is to be anchor ed^ an opening with a closed end, e.g.j a bore (blind 

hole) is formed and then in pai d - bor o i -s positioned the joining element $^tS po^itumd c^ifo-hfe^ 
1 J -wb i - bh is ^wholly or partly made from a thermoplastic material. 

The shapes of the bore and the joining element are so matched to one 
another that the joining element, without force expenditure, can be intro- 
duced into the bore up to a first position and that, if it is driven with 
the aid of a pressing force parallel to the bore axis from &€«rd first posi- 



tion toward^ the closed end of the bore into a second, final position, 
pressure builds up at at least one predetermined anchoring point between 
the joining element and the bore wall, whoreaa - no pressure arises at other 
points. 



Simultaneously with the pressing in of the joining element from its first 
*«to its second position in the bore^or immediately prior thereto^ energy is 
supplied to the joining element in such a way that the plastics material 
is locally plasticized at the aforementioned, predetermined anchoring 

rfluS 
where the pressure is concentrated. S uch a planned, local plasti- 



mg can^e.g.jbe achi eved^ thrt t 1 J i j 



cizxn 



- the joining element is entirely made from a thermoplastic material or at 

least in areas of the predetermined anchoring points has at least surface 

areas made from a thermoplastic material and to that snefe-er joining element 
J/ 

is subject^ to ultrasonic or some other appropriate vibration action for -fcfee 
supply^ •&€ energy, so that at the pressure concentration points' (predeter- 
mined anchoring points) the greatest friction and therefore the maximum 
heat is produced and consequently the thermoplastic material is locally 
plasticized (related to joining methods such as ultrasonic, friction, 
vibration or orbital welding) ; 



- &i - thafe the joining element, in areas of the predetermined anchoring 

Y aft*' 

points, has at least surface areas of a thermoplastic material/ which 

plasticizable at a lower temperature than the remaining materials of the 

the 

joining element and in that B tt e- k --fr joining element is heated by heat supply; 



- i n that the joining element, in areas of the predetermined anchoring 
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points, has at least surface areas of a thermoplastic material, in which 
are incorporated metal particles and £« that s uch a joining element ir& 
inductively heated. 

fn this ^ikpi^^^^ 

to -arfe-& inside^which, in the closed bore^is directed towards the closed end 

of the bore, the joining element has at least one first, predetermined 

anchoring point. On its opposite outside, i.e.j on the side projecting from 

the bore or positioned in the bore opening, the joining element has a 

thickening serving as a head or a means for £i»ras J a further part or has 

-fatfuret the euteXde, s^Tst ^ — *\ 

further anchoring points spaced^ from the first anchoring point^^wa^«^uhteJ 

-eufc&Lde. It is also conceivable to have pin- like joining elements with 

several predetermined anchoring points. 

While* the joining element is pressed in the second, final position in the 
bore and energy is simultaneously supplied thereto, at the predetermined 
anchoring points where a high pressure occurs between the joining element 
and the bore wall, the joining element material is plasticized and as a 
result of the pressure at these points is pressed into the bore wall or 
into pores or cavities in the material, which is adjacent to the bore, 
whereas it remains unchanged at other points. 

Tonsure that the plasticized synthetic material is pressed by the pres- 

ih* bvre u)tdt 

sure produced at the anchoring points into the bore wall, must have » ots 

pft r ooiay or^openingsy^cavities^or the bore wall must be created in such a 

way that^as a result of the pressure^ formed pores or cavities are produced 
JnfO 

4ft which the plasticized material can be pressed. Porous materials suit- 
able for anchoring© according to the method of the invention are in partic- 
ular wood or woodlike materials, but also sandstone, ceramic materials, 
burnt brick or concrete, etc. Cavities suitable for producing anchori&se* 
according to the invention open substantially transversely to the bore axis 
and are in particular found in lightweight structural components. 



The attainable depth of the anchoring of a synthetic material in a porous 
material is dependent on its structure (e.g. for wood on the density of the 
wood fib£2t), but also on the pressure applied and the locally available 
plasticized material quantity. As will be shown hereinafter, in solid wood 
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e.gy anchoring depths of 1 to 4 cm are readily attainable. 

The desirable depth of the anchoring- of the synthetic material in a porous 
material is dependent on the loadability of the material and can be con- 
trolled vatf* the quantity of material to be pressed in and/or viS 1 the 
applied pressing force level. The shape of the anchor**^ can be substan- 
tially controlled by a corroopondin g matching of the bore shape and the 
joining element shape. Thus, using the method according to the invention 
it is possible to produce anchoring, which are specifically adapted to the 
character of the material (e.g. ? wood type, orientation of the graining or 

density gradient relative to the orientation of the bore, etc.) in which 

, t accomplished' 

the anchoring is to be pr - edudod and to the function and loading to be 

absorbed by the joining element. 

The most advantageous bore and joining element shapes for a specific appli- 
cation, as well as the pressing force level and the quantity of energy to 
be supplied to the joining element are to be established experimentally in 
each specific case. 

The inventive method for anchoring joining elements in a part made from a 
porous material, particularly wood or a woodlike material, or a material 

A * 

having suitable cavities and different types of joining elements- a£ des- 

. , . UOjfh reference J 

cribed m greater detail hereinaf ter ^elative to the attached drawings, 
wherein ohew : 

* ucoy^ shoi*>i*7j StLcecssMe. %Ups cU erne t*r%6odLmeyvT +j °~ 
Fig. 1 fs ^ A o p e e ifie method variant for anchoring a joining pin with 
a head in one wooden part for joining two wooden parts^* 

zfoidthj $LLCC4S$Wt,sfepS. cn an other Wnbtditnent &j 
Fig. 2 'is a digram Anothe r e ^enpl i fied method v ariant for anchoring a joining 
pin in two wooden parts to be joinedj 

Figs. 3yfe*> 5 fl* A Thrco exemplified embodiments of the anchoring point in 
areas of the closed bore end^ 



- 6 - 

«te*ft.* .jo***** f***^ 

Fig. 6 {$ d Scde A An exampl e of a fitting, which is f±x*d with the- did of a 

plurality of joining pins anchored in ^'wooden part» feo odd 

rp&V t • 

Fig. 7/5^^ Another oxomplif i o d method variant for anchoring a joining 
element/' which has an internal thread for f^^^-?urther 
partsj Oi^n^y 

^ n oi side* ^cCtiert 

Fig. 8t$6-* tC ' An oxample of an anchoring according to the invention a-ncMertd 
in a lightweight component with cavities. 

H S 
In all^the drawings^ the joining elements, bores and anchorite are shown 

in section along the bore axis. 

Fig. 1 shows pt&-tbe firsts cxcmplif i&d vari - ant /of the inventive method a» 
anchoring of « pin-like joining element^ with*head^ < joining pin 3,1) in a 
first, wooden part 1 for joining e - Md first part 1 to a second part 2.1, 
which is^e.g.^also made from wood. 

In the vicinity of its inner end^fetwr joining pin 3.1 has a predetermined, 
first anchoring point 31 and at its outer end^ head 32. ¥ke Bore 4.1 
^ hi e h passes entirely through tire" part 2.1 and has* in part l*a closed end 
41jir9^1ess deep than thepoin'ing pin 3. 1, io - long and has #t ifce open end H D ^ ^'*9*? 
e.g. ^ a widened depression for countersinking head 32. The cross- 
section of -fcfce bore 4.1 is so matched to the cross-section of the joining 
pin 4^1 T'thatj without force expenditure^ the pin can be introduced into the 
bore up to £ke closed end 41 thereof. This is the first position of tfee* 
joining pin 3.1 in fcfcer bore 4.1. 



From the first position^ fcke joining pin 3.1 is pressed further intO/fefe 
bore 4.1 with a pressing force F oriented substantially parallel to the 
bore axis. The only point at which the pressing force F gives rise to -a- 
pressure between^*© joining pin 3.1 and the wall of the bore 4.1 is the 
area of -fefee closed bore end 41. If^ in the above-described manner, by 
supplying energy to the joining pin it is ensured that during pressing in 
the material of the joining pin is only plasticized at this point, only at 
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this point is there *xr anchoring 10 of the joining pin in the part 1 to be 
joined. 

In the drawing^ anchoring A 10 is shown as a synthetic material area, 
but in fact is constituted by an intimate mixture of wood fit^s and 
synthetic material, which can be likened to a composite material and which 
can ? e.g. ? be of pinewood, whose graining is oriented parallel to the bore 
axisf where it has a depth of up to 2 cm. 

The length of tite joining pin 3.1, the depth of £Zte bore 4.1, the^force F 
and the quantity of energy to be supplied are so matched to one another 
that the anchoring fulfils the desired strength conditions and that the 
two parts are firmly fixed together between t^e- joining pin head 32 and ^re- 
anchoring 10. 

^fce^^iftg^in 3.1 of fig. 1 is anchored in the part 1 by the anchoring 
point 10, which is only possible in a part made from a porous material, 
particularly wood or a wood^ike material, or, if the bore wall material has 
suitable cavities in the vicinity of the anchoring point or if the pressure 
exerted on the joining pin produces such openings in the bore wall. 

Part 2.1 can also be made from wood or some other, non-porous material 
(metal, plastic). As shown in fig. 1, the head 32 can be a component of 
the joining pin. -However, the head can also be placed on the joining pin 
after producing the anchor**^, e.g., can be screwed into a thread provided 
in the joining pin. The head 32 can be in any random form and can, e.g. ; also 
represent a fitting with a specific function. 

An advantage of joining two parts in the manner shown in £ig. 1 compared 
with other joining methods, in which plasticized materials are used as 
joining materials, is that in all cases it is possible to prevent plasti- 
cized material being pressed into the gap between the parts 1 and 2.1 to be 
joined^ resulting in the pressing apart thereof. This is prevented £&^tf™ 
in the asm of such a gap ? no pressure is built up and the material of the 

. . . . . , th&t' region 

joining pm is not plasticized in eaid areo. 
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If the energy to be supplied to the joining pin is supplied in the form of 
ultrasonic waves, in the manner shown^feke joining pin 3.1 must be made from 
a thermoplastic material in the area of its inner end to be positioned, as 
shown^on the closed bore end 41. The remainder of the pin can be made 
from the same material or a different material. 



If the energy to be supplied to £ke joining pin 3.1 is supplied in the form 
of heat, in the vicinity of the anchoring point it is constituted by a 
plastics material)' which is plasticizable at a lower temperature than the 
material from which the joining pin is made in other areas. It is also 
conceivable in such a case for the joining pin to have a "core" of a heat 
conducting material, e.g.^ metal, by means of which core the heat to be 
supplied to the joining pm can be conducted a - g - ainc - t the anchoring point. 



If the energy to be supplied to the joining pin is supplied inductively, 
the thermoplastic material of the predetermined anchoring point 31 contains 
incorporated metal particles. 

Fig. 2 shows as> a further e x e mplified variant? of the inventive method 

anchorarfig- of a pin- like joining element (joining pin 3.2) in two parts 1 

and 2.2 to be joined together and which are, e.g.* of wood, fefee- joining pin 

' ' points* 

3.2 being anchored in both parts 1 and 2.2 (anchoring^ 10 and 20). 

Like fefce joining pin 3.1 of fig. 1, fefee joining pin 3.2 has a predetermined, 
first anchoring point 31 at its inner end to be inserted in the bore. It 
also has a predetermined, second anchoring point 33, which is in the form 
of a step-like cross-sectional reduction and on the pin is positioned where 
it is located in the second part 2.2 to be joined. 

Bore 4.2 has a cross-sectional reduction 42 corresponding to the cross- 
sectional reduction on tfee joining pin 3.2 and on it rests the joining pin 
in its first position. If the joining pin 3.2 is pressed by fe*re pressing 
force F more deeply into the bore 4.2, pressure builds up not only in the 
vicinity of **re closed end 41 of the bore 4.2, but also in the area of -fcfee 
cross-sectional reduction 42, is pressed through the plastics material 
plasticized at this point into the wall of the bore 4.2 and consequently 
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forms a second anchor ing^20. 

$fre 0ores 4.1 and 4.2 of £lgs. 1 and 2 advantageously have a circular 
cross-section, ffce Joining pins 3.1 and 3.2 can also be circular. However, 
they can also have some other cross-section fitting into the corresponding 
bore. For example, in the vicinity of its smaller cross-section, -fcfee join- 
ing pin 3.2 can be circular and in the area of its larger cross-section can 
hwer-sm^angular cross-section (e.g. square) 2^ A only the areas of the edges 
resting on the step 42. 

In both £igs. 1 and 2 tfee closed end 41 of the bore is shown flat and the 
joining pin in its first position rests with a flat face in the bore. With 
such a shaping of the bore and joining pin, on pressing in the pin, a 
substantially uniform pressure builds up over the entire face. The plast- 
icized material is mainly driven into the wood parallel to the longitud- 
inal axis of the joining pin, so that the cross-section of tlrf anchoring 10 
is only slightly larger than the cross-section of the joining pin. 

Such a construction of the predetermined, first anchoring point is advan- 
tageous for applications in which, in the vicinity of the first anchoris^ 
10, the wood graining is oriented parallel to the bore axis and the wood of 
part 1 splits in the case of a limited displacement. Roughly the same 
effect is obtainable with a pin end tapered to a point, which in its first 
position rests on 'a roughly identically tapering bore end. 

Figs. 3 to 5 show further embodiments advantageous for specific applica- 
tions of predetermined, first anchoring points 31 on ? e.g. ? pin-like joining 
elements 3 and cooperating, closed ends 41 of bores 4, which particularly 
in the case of ultrasonic application^ leads to different anchori»g» A 10. 

^rnboAvrnenfe *f tuner <v 
Fig. 3 shows two v ^ raa - nt g ends of a joining pin 3 J which is placed 

in a closed end of a bore 4. In both cases^ the pin end is pointed ; a**d 
specifically more sharply than the bore end. As a result the pressure 
arising en pressing the joining pin 3 into the bore 4 is centrally concen- 
trated, so that the material is^to an even greater extent, pressed parallel 
to the pin axis into the part 1, so that also here the resulting anchora^^oi/t^ 
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10 extends more in the axial direction than at right angles thereto. The 
strength of such an anchoring is more particularly due to an enlargement 
of the shear-loaded surfaces in the wood. 

When 

Fig. 4 shows one end of a pin 3 having a concave shape, *6rr pressing this 
pin into a bore with a flat or pointed, closed end, the pressure mainly 
builds up at radial positions, which gives rise to an anchoring 10, which 
extends to a greater extent transversely to the pin axis. Such an anchor- 
ing is more particularly suitable for a part if where the graining is at 
right angles to the pin axis, or for an anchoring in a chipboard, whose 
surface is at right angles to the pin axis. The strength of such an anchors 
img results more particularly from the oorlf clQcur ej obtained between the 
wooden part and the joining pin. 



Fig. 5 shows another embodiment of the predetermined, first anchoring point 
31 on a joining pin 3 and a corresponding bore end 41. It is a first 
anchoring point having substantially the same construction as the second 
anchoring point of fig. 2. Bore 4 has a step-like cross-sectional reduc- 

lohen 

tion 43, on which is mounted the pin in its first position. £f this 
joining pin is pressed into the bore, more particularly a pressure is built 
up radially in the vicinity of the bore end and the plasticized material is 
pressed into the wood X more particularly transversely to the pin axis. 



Fig. 6 shows a part 5 made from a random material, which is fixed to a part 

1 with - th-o aid o f pin-like joining elements 3/ which are anchored in said * 
whkk is, 

part l^e.g.^made from wood and in accordance with the method of the inven- 
tion. ¥h-e $art 5 is a fitting (e.g. a hinge part), e.g.; made from plastic, 
wo joining pins 3 are shaped onto tke part 5 or are joined thereto in 



some other appropriate way and are driven in the described way into bores 
of part 1 and anchored therein. Here again, as mentioned in conjunction 
with iflg. 1 concerning a joining pin head, -fcfee part 5 can have a random 
shape and, even after producing the anchoring, can be appropriately mounted 
on tfee joining pin or pins 3. 



Fig. 7 shows the production of a connection of a wooden part 1 with a 
fitting part 6, e.g.* made from metal, by means of an inventive anchoring of 
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a joining element 3.3 in part 1 and the fixing of feke fitting part 6 to the 
anchored joining element 3.3. 3ke Joining element 3.3 has a two-step, 
first anchoring point 31 and is introduced into a bore A. 3 with a step-like, 
narrowing base. On pressing the joining element into the bore and during 
the simultaneous plasticizing of the anchoring point 31, bore 4.3 and 
joining element 3.3 act as explained in conjunction with ffig, 4. A correct 
ponding "two-step" anchorasrg 10 is formed. 

joining element 3.3 of [Pig. 7 has at its outside, facing the predeter- 
mined anchoring point, as the means for fixing a further part^ an internal 
thread 34, into which is screwed tfee fitting part 6 after anchoring the 
joining element 3.3 in part 1. 



Fig. 8 shows the result of a further^ exempli f ic tf embodiment of the inven- 
tive method, namely an anchoring- of a joining element 3.4 in a part 1, 
which is a lightweight constructional component with cavities 11. The 
closed bore necessary for the method according to the invention and into 
which is introduced the joining element 3.4 in this case a through— 
bore 4.4 through one of the outer layers 1.1 of part 1. This through-bore 
4.4 is closed by a further element, e.g.^ by an inner layer 1.2 or option- 
ally by the facing, outer layer 1.3, in such a way that between the through--* 
bore 4.4 and the element closing it opens a cavity area 11.1 extending 
substantially at right angles to the bore axis or is produced by the pres- 
sure of the joining element 3.4 on the bore-closing element, e.g.^by a 
corresponding deformation of fefee inner layer 1.2. 

J£be Joining element 3.4 is inserted in *fee bore 4.4 and is positioned by 
the bore-closing element (e.g. inner layer 1.2). ?ker Joining element 3.4 
is then pressed against the bore-closing element and simultaneously the 
plastics material is plasticized in the area of this element and is pressed 
into the cavity area 11.1, existing or produced between the outer layer 1.1 
and the bore-closing element, so that a macroscopic anchoring 10 is 
obtained. 

As has been stated, the method according to fig. 8 is particularly suitable 
for light-weight constructional applications where, in place of solid 
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material, use is made of thin, board-like material carried by a support 
structure (indicated by the two laths 20). The outer layers 1.1 and 1.3 
are^ e.g. ^ thin solid wood boards or coated chipboards. The element closing 
£he bore 4. 4 can^e.g.^be a plastic or metal inner layer 1.2 extending from 
a lath 20 to a neighbouring lath 20 or over the entire surface of the first 
layer, or can be a differently shaped element locally and specifically 
integrated for this purpose into tke cavity 11. 

oining element 3.4 according to fig. 8 is, e. g. ; suitable for £4xi»g J 
fittings to lightweight structural components. 



Thermoplastic materials for use in joining elements advantageously have a 
high mechanical strength, particularly a high tensile strength and a high 
modulus of elasticity. Polyamides, polycarbonates or polyester carbonates 
are particularly suitable. For increasing the strength^ the plastics mater- 
ial of a joining element can* e. g.- also contain glass or carbon fil^s. 
Further thermoplastics^ suitable for^ joining elements are acrylonitrile/ 
butadiene-styrene, styrene-acrylonitrile, polymethylmethacrylate, polyvinyl 
chloride, polyethylene, polypropylene and polystyrene. 



-Arr ^emplif icd ^ joining pin for joining two wooden parts, as shown in £ig.- 2, 

e.g.* has the form shown in (fig. 2 and is made entirely from acrylonitrile^ 

' portion Wt*fctK> 

butadiene-styrene. It has a smaller* circular cross-section with a dia- 

meter of 8 mm and *a larger^ circular cross-section with a diameter of 10 mm. 

It is 60 mm long and is centrally provided with the cross-sectional reduc- 

m&t'uiQ ft one 4. ~h> 

tion. The fe orrcoponding bore is 40 mm deep and has the step^ corresponding 

to the cross-sectional reduction of the pin at a height of 30 mm. The pin 

is inserted in the bore and is pressed into it for 5 sec. with a pressing 

force of 2000N and ultrasonic excitation with an amplitude of approximately 



i. Dub3Gqucntl^ 



44 pm. Dub 3 e quantl^ the v pin end is flush with the wood surface. 
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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 



A joining pin (3.2) with which o,g - + ar o to bo joinefl together two parts 

(1 and 2) made from a porous material, particularly wood or a woodlike 

m b he J oi/ieet -hiiihefy A 
material, k is anchored in the porous material at predetermined anchoring 

inner 

points (31, 33). For this purpose^ a bore (A. 2) with a closed^ end (41) is 
made in the parts (1 and 2). The shape of this bore (4.2) is so matched to 
the joining pin (3.2) that it can be introduced substantially without force 
expenditure into the bore and is positionable in a first position, and tha - t 
-at j^ft least one predetermined anchoring point (31, 33) between the joining 
pin (3.2) and the wall of the bore (Acupressure is built up^a?# the 
joining pin (3.2) ic . pro - ooad with a pressing force (?) more deeply into the 
bore 4a a second position. Energy is supplied in^ planned manner to the 
joining pin (3. 2)^ so that at the predetermined anchoring points (31, 33) 
the thermoplastic material of the joining pin (3.2) is plasticized. The 
locally plasticized plastic material is pressed by the local pressure into 
the porous material of the parts and forms local, macroscopic anchorarttge* 
(10, 20). The joining pin (3.2) is ; e.g. ^ made entirely from a thermoplastic 
material and the energy for plasticizing is supplied thereto by ultrasonic 
vibration. 



(Fig. 2) 
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METHOD FOR ANCHORING JOINING ELEMENTS IN A MATERIAL HAVING PORES OR 
CAVITIES, AS WELL AS JOINING ELEMENTS FOR ANCHORING 

The invention relates to a method according to the preamble of claim 1, 
The method is used for anchoring joining elements in a material having 
pores or cavities, particularly in wood or woodlike materials (e.g. chip- 
boards). The invention also relates to joining elements for use in the 
method. The joining elements anchored according to the method of the 
invention are more particularly used for producing constructions consti- 
tuted by different parts or for fixing fittings. 

According to the prior art parts made from wood or woody materials are 
interconnected e.g. using joining elements in the form of nails or screws, 
in that they are driven through one of the parts to be joined into the 
other part to be joined. Screws and nails are generally made from metal 
and have in surface areas of one of the parts to be joined a head and are 
at least frictionally or positively anchored in another of the parts to be 
joined. These pin- like joining elements constitute in wooden structures 
metallic, often corrosive foreign bodies, which can be prejudicial to 
working after the joining of the parts and which represent heat transfer 
bridges in the finished structures. 

It is also known to join parts made from fibrous materials, including wood 
and woodlike materials, to parts made from thermoplastics, in that the 
thermoplastic is plasticized at its surface facing the fibrous material 
part and the two Surfaces are pressed onto one another. The plastic is 
thereby applied in plasticized form to the surface of the fibrous material 
or it is plasticized in the final position, e.g. by ultrasonic excitation. 
In all these methods a joint is formed at the interface between the plastic 
and the fibrous material in the sense of a microscopic self-closure in that 
the plasticized plastics material is pressed into surface unevennesses of 
the fibrous material. Such methods are e.g. described in FR-2455502, FR- 
1495999, DE-3828340 or EP-269476. According to WO-96/01377 the plastics 
part can also be a dowel, which joins together two wooden parts. The same 
principle forms the basis for known methods for joining parts made from 
wood or woodlike materials, in which between the parts to be joined is 
placed a layer of a thermoplastics material, e.g. a paint layer and the 
parts are then pressed together and subject to ultrasonic action 
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(JP-52127937, WO-96/01377) . 

In all the aforementioned methods synthetic material and fibrous material 
are joined together by surface adhesion resulting from microscopic self- 
closure and this occurs in the same way in conventional bonding or adhesion 
processes. The above methods have many of the same disadvantages as bond- 
ing methods, particularly their sensitivity to moisture and thermal 
stresses, in which the two joined together surfaces expand to varying 
extents and considerable shear forces arise, which weaken or even destroy 
the joint. 

The problem of the invention is to provide a method for anchoring joining 
elements, e.g. joining pins, in parts made from a material having pores or 
cavities, particularly in parts made from wood or woodlike materials, said 
method being based on the aforementioned methods for joining plastic/ 
synthetic material and wooden parts, but in which the disadvantages thereof 
are at least reduced, i.e. in particular provides anchorings, which are 
more stable under thermal and/or moisture stresses and loads. The method 
must be simple, but still adaptable in specific manner to joining elements 
with different functions and to different material types. The method must 
also be performable with known means and tools and at a limited cost. 

This problem is solved by the method defined in the claims. 

According to the method of the invention for an anchoring plasticized 
synthetic material is not only pressed into surface unevennesses as in the 
known methods, but instead into pores or cavities within the part in which 
the joining element is to be anchored, so that a macroscopic anchoring is 
formed. This macroscopic anchoring is based on the penetration of the 
plasticized synthetic material into microscopic pores of the material and 
to the formation of a type of composite comprising the original porous 
material and the synthetic material which has penetrated it or to macro- 
scopic self-closure, which results from the fact that the plasticized syn- 
thetic material is pressed into macroscopic cavities. 



According to the method of the invention in the part in which the joining 
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element is to be anchored an opening with a closed end, e.g. a bore (blind 
hole) is formed and then in said bore is positioned the joining element, 
which is wholly or partly made from a thermoplastic material. 

The shapes of the bore and the joining element are so matched to one 
another that the joining element, without force expenditure, can be intro- 
duced into the bore up to a first position and that, if it is driven with 
the aid of a pressing force parallel to the bore axis from said first posi- 
tion towards the closed end of the bore into a second, final position, 
pressure builds up at at least one predetermined anchoring point between 
the joining element and the bore wall, whereas no pressure arises at other 
points. 

Simultaneously with the pressing in of the joining element from its first 
into its second position in the bore or immediately prior thereto energy is 
supplied to the joining element in such a way that the plastics material 
is locally plasticized at the aforementioned, predetermined anchoring 
points, where the pressure is concentrated. Such a planned, local plasti- 
cizing can e.g. be achieved in that: 

the joining element is entirely made from a thermoplastic material or at 
least in areas of the predetermined anchoring points has at least surface 
areas made from a thermoplastic material and in that such a joining element 
is subject to ultrasonic or some other appropriate vibration action for the 
supply of energy, so that at the pressure concentration points (predeter- 
mined anchoring points) the greatest friction and therefore the maximum 
heat is produced and consequently the thermoplastic material is locally 
plasticized (related to joining methods such as ultrasonic, friction, 
vibration or orbital welding) ; 

in that the joining element, in areas of the predetermined anchoring 
points, has at least surface areas of a thermoplastic material, which is 
plasticizable at a lower temperature than the remaining materials of the 
joining element and in that such a joining element is heated by heat supply; 

in that the joining element, in areas of the predetermined anchoring 
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points, has at least surface areas of a thermoplastic material, in which 
are incorporated metal particles and in that such a joining element is 
inductively heated. 

On its inside which, in the closed bore is directed towards the closed end 
of the bore, the joining element has at least one first, predetermined 
anchoring point. On its opposite outside, i.e. on the side projecting from 
the bore or positioned in the bore opening, the joining element has a 
thickening serving as a head or a means for fixing a further part or has 
further anchoring points spaced from the first anchoring point towards the 
outside. It is also conceivable to have pin-like joining elements with 
several predetermined anchoring points. 

Whilst the joining element is pressed in the second, final position in the 
bore and energy is simultaneously supplied thereto, at the predetermined 
anchoring points where a high pressure occurs between the joining element 
and the bore wall, the joining element material is plasticized and as a 
result of the pressure at these points is pressed into the bore wall or 
into pores or cavities in the material, which is adjacent to the bore, 
whereas it remains unchanged at other points. 

To ensure that the plasticized synthetic material is pressed by the pres- 
sure produced at the anchoring points into the bore wall, it must have a 
porosity or openings/ cavities or the bore wall must be created in such a 
way that as a result of the pressure formed pores or cavities are produced 
in which the plasticized material can be pressed. Porous materials suit- 
able for anchorings according to the method of the invention are in partic- 
ular wood or woodlike materials, but also sandstone, ceramic materials, 
burnt brick or concrete, etc. Cavities suitable for producing anchorings 
according to the invention open substantially transversely to the bore axis 
and are in particular found in lightweight structural components. 

The attainable depth of the anchoring of a synthetic material in a porous 
material is dependent on its structure (e.g. for wood on the density of the 
wood fibres), but also on the pressure applied and the locally available 
plasticized material quantity. As will be shown hereinafter, in solid wood 
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e.g. anchoring depths of 1 to 4 cm are readily attainable. 

The desirable depth of the anchoring of the synthetic material in a porous 
material is dependent on the loadability of the material and can be con- 
trolled via the quantity of material to be pressed in and/or via the 
applied pressing force level. The shape of the anchoring can be substan- 
tially controlled by a corresponding matching of the bore shape and the 
joining element shape. Thus, using the method according to the invention 
it is possible to produce anchorings, which are specifically adapted to the 
character of the material (e.g. wood type, orientation of the graining or 
density gradient relative to the orientation of the bore, etc.) in which 
the anchoring is to be produced and to the function and loading to be 
absorbed by the joining element. 

The most advantageous bore and joining element shapes for a specific appli- 
cation, as well as the pressing force level and the quantity of energy to 
be supplied to the joining element are to be established experimentally in 
each specific case. 

The inventive method for anchoring joining elements in a part made from a 
porous material, particularly wood or a woodlike material, or a material 
having suitable cavities and different types of joining elements are des- 
cribed in greater detail hereinafter relative to the attached drawings, 
wherein show: 

Fi S* 1 A specific method variant for anchoring a joining pin with 

a head in one wooden part for joining two wooden parts. 

Fig. 2 Another exemplified method variant for anchoring a joining 

pin in two wooden parts to be joined. 

Figs. 3 to 5 Three exemplified embodiments of the anchoring point in 
areas of the closed bore end. 
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Fig, 6 



An example of a fitting, which is fixed with the aid of a 



plurality of joining pins anchored in a wooden part to said 



part* 



Pig. 7 



Another exemplified method variant for anchoring a joining 
element, which has an internal thread for fixing further 



parts . 



Fig. 8 



An example of an anchoring according to the invention 



in a lightweight component with cavities. 



In all the drawings the joining elements, bores and anchorings are shown 
in section along the bore axis. 

Fig. 1 shows as the first, exemplified variant of the inventive method an 
anchoring of a pin- like joining element with head (joining pin 3,1) in a 
first, wooden part 1 for joining said first part 1 to a second part 2.1, 
which is e.g. also made from wood. 

In the vicinity of its inner end the joining pin 3.1 has a predetermined, 
first anchoring point 31 and at its outer end a head 32. The bore 4.1 
which passes entirely through the part 2.1 and has in part 1 a closed end 
41 is less deep than the joining pin 3.1 is long and has at its open end 
e.g. a widened depression for countersinking the head 32. The cross- 
section of the bore 4.1 is so matched to the cross-section of the joining 
pin 3.1, that without force expenditure the pin can be introduced into the 
bore up to the closed end 41 thereof. This is the first position of the 
joining pin 3.1 in the bore 4.1. 

From the first position the joining pin 3.1 is pressed further into the 
bore 4.1 with a pressing force F oriented substantially parallel to the 
bore axis. The only point at which the pressing force F gives rise to a 
pressure between the joining pin 3.1 and the wall of the bore 4.1 is the 
area of the closed bore end 41. If in the above-described manner, by 
supplying energy to the joining pin it is ensured that during pressing in 
the material of the joining pin is only plasticized at this point, only at 
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this point is there an anchoring 10 of the joining pin in the part 1 to be 
joined. 

In the drawing this anchoring 10 is shown as a synthetic material area, 
but in fact is constituted by an intimate mixture of wood fibres and 
synthetic material, which can be likened to a composite material and which 
can e.g. be of pinewood, whose graining is oriented parallel to the bore 
axis, where it has a depth of up to 2 cm. 

The length of the joining pin 3.1, the depth of the bore 4.1, the force F 
and the quantity of energy to be supplied are so matched to one another 
that the anchoring fulfils the desired strength conditions and that the 
two parts are firmly fixed together between the joining pin head 32 and the 
anchoring 10. 

The joining pin 3.1 of fig. 1 is anchored in the part 1 by the anchoring 
point 10, which is only possible in a part made from a porous material, 
particularly wood or a woodlike material, or, if the bore wall material has 
suitable cavities in the vicinity of the anchoring point or if the pressure 
exerted on the joining pin produces such openings in the bore wall. 

Part 2.1 can also be made from wood or some other, non-porous material 
(metal, plastic). As shown in fig. 1, the head 32 can be a component of 
the joining pin. -However, the head can also be placed on the joining pin 
after producing the anchoring, e.g. can be screwed into a thread provided 
in the joining pin. The head 32 can be in any random form and can e.g. also 
represent a fitting with a specific function. 

An advantage of joining two parts in the manner shown in fig. 1 compared 
with other joining methods, in which plasticized materials are used as 
joining materials, is that in all cases it is possible to prevent plasti- 
cized material being pressed into the gap between the parts 1 and 2.1 to be 
joined resulting in the pressing apart thereof. This is prevented in that 
in the areas of such a gap no pressure is built up and the material of the 
joining pin is not plasticized in said area. 
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If the energy to be supplied to the joining pin is supplied in the form of 
ultrasonic waves, in the manner shown the joining pin 3.1 must be made from 
a thermoplastic material in the area of its inner end to be positioned, as 
shown, on the closed bore end Al. The remainder of the pin can be made 
from the same material or a different material. 

If the energy to be supplied to the joining pin 3.1 is supplied in the form 
of heat, in the vicinity of the anchoring point it is constituted by a 
plastics material, which is plasticizable at a lower temperature than the 
material from which the joining pin is made in other areas. It is also 
conceivable in such a case for the joining pin to have a "core" of a heat 
conducting material, e.g. metal, by means of which core the heat to be 
supplied to the joining pin can be conducted against the anchoring point. 

If the energy to be supplied to the joining pin is supplied inductively, 
the thermoplastic material of the predetermined anchoring point 31 contains 
incorporated metal particles. 

Fig. 2 shows as a further exemplified variant of the inventive method an 
anchoring of a pin- like joining element (joining pin 3.2) in two parts 1 
and 2.2 to be joined together and which are e.g. of wood, the joining pin 
3.2 being anchored in both parts 1 and 2.2 (anchorings 10 and 20). 

Like the joining pin 3.1 of fig. 1, the joining pin 3.2 has a predetermined, 
first anchoring point 31 at its inner end to be inserted in the bore. It 
also has a predetermined, second anchoring point 33, which is in the form 
of a step-like cross-sectional reduction and on the pin is positioned where 
it is located in the second part 2.2 to be joined. 

The bore A. 2 has a cross-sectional reduction A2 corresponding to the cross- 
sectional reduction on the joining pin 3.2 and on it rests the joining pin 
in its first position. If the joining pin 3.2 is pressed by the pressing 
force F more deeply into the bore A. 2, pressure builds up not only in the 
vicinity of the closed end Al of the bore A. 2, but also in the area of the 
cross-sectional reduction A2, is pressed through the plastics material 
plasticized at this point into the wall of the bore A. 2 and consequently 
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forms a second anchoring 20. 

The bores 4.1 and 4.2 of figs. 1 and 2 advantageously have a circular 
cross-section. The joining pins 3.1 and 3.2 can also be circular. However, 
they can also have some other cross-section fitting into the corresponding 
bore. For example, in the vicinity of its smaller cross-section, the join- 
ing pin 3.2 can be circular and in the area of its larger cross-section can 
have an angular cross-section (e.g. square), only the areas of the edges 
resting on the step 42. 

In both figs. 1 and 2 the closed end 41 of the bore is shown flat and the 
joining pin in its first position rests with a flat face in the bore. With 
such a shaping of the bore and joining pin, on pressing in the pin, a 
substantially uniform pressure builds up over the entire face. The plast- 
icized material is mainly driven into the wood parallel to the longitud- 
inal axis of the joining pin, so that the cross-section of the anchoring 10 
is only slightly larger than the cross-section of the joining pin. 

Such a construction of the predetermined, first anchoring point is advan- 
tageous for applications in which, in the vicinity of the first anchoring 
10, the wood graining is oriented parallel to the bore axis and the wood of 
part 1 splits in the case of a limited displacement. Roughly the same 
effect is obtainable with a pin end tapered to a point, which in its first 
position rests on 'a roughly identically tapering bore end. 

Figs. 3 to 5 show further embodiments advantageous for specific applica- 
tions of predetermined, first anchoring points 31 on e.g. pin-like joining 
elements 3 and cooperating, closed ends 41 of bores 4, which particularly 
in the case of ultrasonic application leads to different anchorings 10. 

Fig. 3 shows in two variants one end of a joining pin 3, which is placed 
in a closed end of a bore 4. In both cases the pin end is pointed and 
specifically more sharply than the bore end. As a result the pressure 
arising on pressing the joining pin 3 into the bore 4 is centrally concen- 
trated, so that the material is to an even greater extent pressed parallel 
to the pin axis into the part 1, so that also here the resulting anchoring 
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10 extends more in the axial direction than at right angles thereto. The 
strength of such an anchoring is more particularly due to an enlargement 
of the shear-loaded surfaces in the wood. 

Fig. 4 shows one end of a pin 3 having a concave shape. On pressing this 
pin into a bore with a flat or pointed, closed end, the pressure mainly 
builds up at radial positions, which gives rise to an anchoring 10, which 
extends to a greater extent transversely to the pin axis. Such an anchor- 
ing is more particularly suitable for a part 1, where the graining is at 
right angles to the pin axis, or for an anchoring in a chipboard, whose 
surface is at right angles to the pin axis. The strength of such an anchor- 
ing results more particularly from the self-closure obtained between the 
wooden part and the joining pin. 

Fig. 5 shows another embodiment of the predetermined, first anchoring point 
31 on a joining pin 3 and a corresponding bore end 41. It is a first 
anchoring point having substantially the same construction as the second 
anchoring point of fig. 2. Bore 4 has a step-like cross-sectional reduc- 
tion 43, on which is mounted the pin in its first position. If this 
joining pin is pressed into the bore, more particularly a pressure is built 
up radially in the vicinity of the bore end and the plasticized material is 
pressed into the wood, more particularly transversely to the pin axis. 

Fig. 6 shows a part 5 made from a random material, which is fixed to a part 
1 with the aid of pin-like joining elements 3, which are anchored in said 
part 1 e.g. made from wood and in accordance with the method of the inven- 
tion. The part 5 is a fitting (e.g. a hinge part), e.g. made from plastic. 
The two joining pins 3 are shaped onto the part 5 or are joined thereto in 
some other appropriate way and are driven in the described way into bores 
of part 1 and anchored therein. Here again, as mentioned in conjunction 
with fig. 1 concerning a joining pin head, the part 5 can have a random 
shape and, even after producing the anchoring, can be appropriately mounted 
on the joining pin or pins 3. 

Fig. 7 shows the production of a connection of a wooden part 1 with a 
fitting part 6, e.g. made from metal, by means of an inventive anchoring of 
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a joining element 3.3 in part 1 and the fixing of the fitting part 6 to the 
anchored joining element 3.3, The joining element 3.3 has a two-step, 
first anchoring point 31 and is introduced into a bore 4.3 with a step-like, 
narrowing base. On pressing the joining element into the bore and during 
the simultaneous plasticizing of the anchoring point 31, bore 4.3 and 
joining element 3.3 act as explained in conjunction with fig. 4. A corres- 
ponding "two-step" anchoring 10 is formed. 

The joining element 3.3 of fig. 7 has at its outside, facing the predeter- 
mined anchoring point, as the means for fixing a further part an internal 
thread 34, into which is screwed the fitting part 6 after anchoring the 
joining element 3.3 in part 1. 

Fig. 8 shows the result of a further, exemplified embodiment of the inven- 
tive method, namely an anchoring of a joining element 3.4 in a part 1, 
which is a lightweight constructional component with cavities 11. The 
closed bore necessary for the method according to the invention and into 
which is introduced the joining element 3.4, is in this case a through 
bore 4.4 through one of the outer layers 1.1 of part 1. This through bore 
4.4 is closed by a further element, e.g. by an inner layer 1.2 or option- 
ally by the facing, outer layer 1.3, in such a way that between the through 
bore 4.4 and the element closing it opens a cavity area 11.1 extending 
substantially at right angles to the bore axis or is produced by the pres- 
sure of the joining element 3.4 on the bore-closing element, e.g. by a 
corresponding deformation of the inner layer 1.2. 

The joining element 3.4 is inserted in the bore 4.4 and is positioned by 
the bore-closing element (e.g. inner layer 1.2). The joining element 3.4 
is then pressed against the bore-closing element and simultaneously the 
plastics material is plasticized in the area of this element and is pressed 
into the cavity area 11.1, existing or produced between the outer layer 1.1 
and the bore-closing element, so that a macroscopic anchoring 10 is 
obtained. 

As has been stated, the method according to fig. 8 is particularly suitable 
for lightweight constructional applications where, in place of solid 
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material, use is made of thin, board-like material carried by a support 
structure (indicated by the two laths 20). The outer layers 1.1 and 1.3 
are e.g. thin solid wood boards or coated chipboards. The element closing 
the bore 4.4 can e.g. be a plastic or metal inner layer 1.2 extending from 
a lath 20 to a neighbouring lath 20 or over the entire surface of the first 
layer, or can be a differently shaped element locally and specifically 
integrated for this purpose into the cavity 11. 

The joining element 3,4 according to fig. 8 is e.g. suitable for fixing 
fittings to lightweight structural components. 

Thermoplastic materials for use in joining elements advantageously have a 
high mechanical strength, particularly a high tensile strength and a high 
modulus of elasticity. Polyamides, polycarbonates or polyester carbonates 
are particularly suitable. For increasing the strength the plastics mater- 
ial of a joining element can e.g. also contain glass or carbon fibres. 
Further thermoplastics suitable for joining elements are acrylonitrile- 
butadiene-styrene, styrene-acrylonitrile, polymethylmethacrylate, polyvinyl 
chloride, polyethylene, polypropylene and polystyrene. 

An exemplified joining pin for joining two wooden parts, as shown in fig.- 2, 
e.g. has the form shown in fig. 2 and is made entirely from acrylonitrile- 
butadiene-styrene. It has a smaller, circular cross-section with a dia- 
meter of 8 mm and *a larger, circular cross-section with a diameter of 10 mm. 
It is 60 mm long and is centrally provided with the cross-sectional reduc- 
tion. The corresponding bore is 40 mm deep and has the step corresponding 
to the cross-sectional reduction of the pin at a height of 30 mm. The pin 
is inserted in the bore and is pressed into it for 5 sec. with a pressing 
force of 2000N and ultrasonic excitation with an amplitude of approximately 
44 jim. Subsequently the pin end is flush with the wood surface. 
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CLAIMS 

1. Method for anchoring a joining element (3, 3.1 to 3.4) in a part (1), 
which is made from a porous material having cavities (11.1) or in which 
cavities can be produced by pressure, the joining element being introduced 
into a bore (4, 4.1 to 4.4) with an inner, closed end (41), characterized 
in that the joining element (3, 3.1 to 3.4) is positioned in the bore in a 
first position and that the joining element is then pressed more deeply 
into the bore from the first position into a second position with a press- 
ing force (F) oriented substantially parallel to the bore axis, the joining 
element (3, 3.1 to 3.4) and the bore (4, 4.1 to 4.4) being so matched to 
one another that the joining element can be positioned in the first posi- 
tion substantially without force expenditure and that on pressing into the 
second position pressure is built up at at least one predetermined anchor- 
ing point (31, 33) between the joining element (3, 3.1 to 3.4) and the wall 
of the bore (4, 4.1 to 4.4), the joining element being made from a thermo- 
plastic material at least in the vicinity of the predetermined anchoring 
point (31, 33) and during the pressing of the joining element into the 
second position energy is supplied to the joining element in such a way 
that the thermoplastic material is plasticized in the vicinity of the at 
least one predetermined anchoring point (31, 33) and by the pressure is 
pressed into the pores or cavities of the part (1) and a macroscopic anchor- 
ing (10, 20) is formed. 

2. Method according to claim 1, characterized in that the at least one 
predetermined anchoring point (31) is provided in the vicinity of the 
closed bore end (41) in that the joining element (3, 3.1 to 3.4) and the 
bore (4, 4.1 to 4.4) are so matched to one another that in its first posi- 
tion the joining element extends up to the closed end of the bore or rests 
on a cross-sectional reduction (43) of the bore in the vicinity of the 
closed end (41) ♦ 

3. Method according to claim 2, characterized in that the joining element 
is a joining pin (3.2) for joining the first part (1) to a second part 
(2.2) also made from a porous material or provided with cavities, that the 
bore (4.2) passes through the second part (2.2) and that in the second part 
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(2.2) is provided a further anchoring point (33), so that the bore (4,2) in 
the second part (2.2) has a step-like cross-sectional reduction (42) and 
the joining pin (3.2) has a shoulder substantially corresponding to the 
cross-sectional reduction (42) with which it rests in its first position 
on the step-like cross-sectional reduction (42). 

4. Method according to claim 2, characterized in that the joining element 
is a joining pin (3,1) and that for joining the first part (1) to a second 
part (2.1) the bore (4.1) passes through the second part (2.1) and the 
joining pin (3.1) has a head- like thickening. 

5. Method according to claim 2, characterized in that for joining a first 
part (5, 6) to the first part (1), the second part (5, 6) is produced in 
one piece with the joining element (3) or is fixed before or after anchor- 
ing to the joining element (3.3). 

6. Method according to one of the claims 1 to 5, characterized in that the 
joining element (3, 3.1 to 3.4) is ultrasonically excited for supplying 
energy. 

7. Method according to one of the claims 1 to 5, characterized in that the 
joining element (3, 3.1 to 3.4) is made entirely from a thermoplastic 
material, which can be plasticized at lower temperatures in the vicinity of 
the at least one anchoring point (31, 32) than the remainder of the joining 
element and that energy in the form of heat is supplied to the joining 
element (3, 3.1 to 3.4). 

8. Method according to one of the claims 1 to 5, characterized in that, in 
the vicinity of the at least one anchoring point (31, 33), the joining 
element (3, 3.1 to 3.4) has surface areas of a thermoplastic material with 
metal particles incorporated therein and that the joining element (3, 3.1 
to 3.4) is inductively heated for supplying energy. 

9. Method according to one of the claims 1 to 8, characterized in that the 
part (1, 2.2) in which the joining element (3, 3.1 to 3.3) is anchored is 
made from wood or a woodlike material. 
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10. Method according to one of the claims 1 to 8, characterized in that the 
part (1, 2) in which the joining element (3, 3.1 to 3.3) is anchored 
comprises sandstone, a porous, ceramic material, burnt brick or concrete. 

11. Method according to one of the claims 1 to 8, characterized in that the 
part (1) in which the joining element (3.4) is anchored is a lightweight 
structural component with cavities (11) and that the bore (A. A) is a 
through bore through an outer layer (1.1), which is so closed by an inner 
layer (1.2) or by an element located in the cavity (11) that in the vicin- 
ity of the closed end of the bore (A. A) there are essentially radial open- 
ings in the cavity areas (11.1) or these are produced by the pressing 
force. 

12. Joining element (3, 3.1 to 3. A) for use in a method according to one of 
the claims 1 to 11, said joining element having an inside to be directed 
against the closed end of the bore (A, A.l to A. A) and an outside facing 
it, characterized in that on its inside the joining element (3, 3.1 to 3. A) 
has a first, predetermined anchoring point (31) with at least surface areas 
made from a thermoplastic material and a second anchoring point (33), 
spaced from the first anchoring point, with respect to the outside, or on 
said outside a head-like thickening (32) or means (3A) for fixing a further 
part (6). 

13. Joining element according to claim 12, characterized in that it is pin- 
like and has a second anchoring point (33) in the form of a shoulder. 

1A. Joining element according to claim 12, characterized in that it has an 
internal thread (3A) as a means for fixing a further part (6). 

15. Joining element according to one of the claims 12 to 1A, characterized 
in that it is made entirely from thermoplastic material. 

16. Joining element according to claim 15, characterized in that, in the 
vicinity of the predetermined anchoring points (31, 33), the thermoplastic 
material is plasticizable at a lower temperature than the thermoplastic 
material in the other areas of the joining element. 
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17. Joining element according to one of the claims 12 to 14, characterized 
in that it comprises a thermosetting material and at the predetermined 
anchoring points (31, 33) has surface areas of a thermoplastic material. 

18. Joining element according to one of the claims 12 to 14, characterized 
in that in the thermoplastic material it has metal particles incorporated 
into the vicinity of the predetermined anchoring points. 

19. Joining element according to one of the claims 12 to 18, characterized 
in that it is pin-like and tapers to a point on its inside, or has a flat 
or concave face, 

20. Joining element according to one of the claims 12 to 19, characterized 
in that the thermoplastic material is a polyamide, a polycarbonate or a 
polyester carbonate or acrylonit rile- but adiene-styrene, styrene- 
acrylonitrile, polymethylmethacrylate, polyvinyl chloride, polyethylene, 
polypropylene or polystyrene* 

21. Use of the method according to one of the claims 1 to 11 and a joining 
element according to one of the claims 12 to 20 for joining the individual 
parts of solid wood shutters or window frames. 

22. Use of the method according to one of the claims 1 to 11 and a joining 
element according 'to one of the claims 12 to 20 for fixing fittings to 
chipboards or lightweight structural components. 
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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 



A joining pin (3.2) with which e.g. are to be joined together two parts 
(1 and 2) made from a porous material, particularly wood or a woodlike 
material, is anchored in the porous material at predetermined anchoring 
points (31, 33). For this purpose a bore (4.2) with a closed end (41) is 
made in the parts (1 and 2). The shape of this bore (4.2) is so matched to 
the joining pin (3.2) that it can be introduced substantially without force 
expenditure into the bore and is positionable in a first position and that 
at at least one predetermined anchoring point (31, 33) between the joining 
pin (3.2) and the wall of the bore (4.2) pressure is built up if the 
joining pin (3.2) is pressed with a pressing force (F) more deeply into the 
bore in a second position. Energy is supplied in planned manner to the 
joining pin (3.2), so that at the predetermined anchoring points (31, 33) 
the thermoplastic material of the joining pin (3.2) is plasticized. The 
locally plasticized plastic material is pressed by the local pressure into 
the porous material of the parts and forms local, macroscopic anchorings 
(10, 20). The joining pin (3.2) is e.g» made entirely from a thermoplastic 
material and the energy for plasticizing is supplied thereto by ultrasonic 
vibration. 



(Fig. 2) 
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Telephone! (207) 833-6793 



ZIP- 



_Q4079 



Fax (207) 833-7831 



1 hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge am *ue and ^^S^ST^SS^JSL ^TSSmL^S mtde ^ 
befeved to be true; and further that these statements were made with the knowieagethat wOfui talse statements * e jf ™^ 2£ 

puntshabte by fine or 'roprisonment, or both, under 18 U.S.C. 1001 and that sucn witfui faise statements may jeopardize the vaik&y of the 



aopication or any patent tssued thereon- 



Name of Sole or First inventor j 



Q A petition has been filed for this unsigned inventor 



Given Name (first and middle ftf anvfl 



Family Nam* or Surname 



-0 



Marcel 



Aeschlimann 



Inventor's 
Signature 



X 7 ''flexed, Ci^cM, 



Date 



Residence? City 



State 



Country 



Switzerland 



Citizenship 



CH 



Post Office Address 



Neuenbergstrasse 146 



Post Office Address 



City 



Biel 



State] 



ZIP 



2502 



Country 



Switzerland 



El Additional inventors are being named on the 1 supriementai Additional inventory sheet(s) FTO/SB/02A attached hereto! 



{Page 2 of 2] 



Reasa type a plus sign (+) inside this box 



PTO/SS/02A (3-97) 
Approved for use through S/30/98. CMB 0651-0032 j 
Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE | 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1 995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information uniess it contains a 
va&d OMB control number. 



DECLARATION 



ADDITIONAL INVENTORY) 
Supplemental Sheet 
Page _L_ of _i_ 



Name of Additional Joint inventor, if any: 



□ A petition has been filed for this unsigned inventor 



Given Mame (first and middle [if any]) 



Family Name or Surname 



■JUxsar 



Mock 



Inventor's 
Signature 



^4 



Residence: City 



Biel 



State 



Country 



Switzerland 



Date 



>■/<?. 5. CO 



Citizenship 



CH 



Post Office Arjdro&s 



Jakobstrasse 33 



Post Office Address 



City 



Biel 



State 



ZIP 



2504 



country Switzerland 



Name of Additional Joint inventor, if any: 



[ | A petition has been ffled for this unsigned inventor 



Oven Name (first and middle [if any]) 



Family Name or Surname 



Torriani 



Inventor's 
Signature 



K kavr</^l~ Torn 



Date 



> 



Ah. l.Oo 



Residence: City 



Biel 



State 



Country | Switzerland ) citizenship 



CH 



Post Office Address 



Burggasse 13 



Post Office Address 



City 



Biel 



State 



4 



Name of Additional Joint Inventor, if any: 



ZIP 



2502 



Country 



Switzerland 



PI A petition has been filed for this unsigned inventor 



Given Nar^ (first and mfcxSe fri any]) 



Family Name or Surname 



Heinz 



Inventor's 
Signature 



Date 



Residence: City 



Stef ankirchen 



Slate 



Country 



Germany 



Citizenship 



DE 



Post Office Address 



Walderringerstrasse 320 



Post Office Address 



City 



S t ef ankirchen 



State 



ZIP 



83071 



Country Germany 



Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 0.4 hours to complete. Time wtfl vary otepenolng upon the needs of the individual case. Any 
comments on the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, Patent and Trademark 
Office, Washington. DC 20231. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner tor 
Patents, Washington, DC 20231. 



